
Mud Architecture 
Soil......Earth .....Mud......Dirt ...... 
whatever you want to call it, it is all around us and as they say " we the people of this 
earth" speaks for itself. 
 
Tracing back the history of Building shelter with mud, will take us back thousands of 
years of human existence. We can link it from as early as Indus valley Civilization (2600 
- 1700 BC, part of India & Pakistan) to Great Wall of China(220 BC) to Modern 
Rammed Earth Houses. While we try to trace the evolution of mud architecture, we often 
stumble upon the great learning & understanding over the years about the usage of  
mud in different styles, patterns & order. 
 
Mud has other inherent advantages: It is extremely malleable and offers better insulation 
than steel-and-concrete structures, it decentralizes the construction process because it 
utilizes local material and technology and thereby obviates the need for a contractor, and 
it costs much less to maintain mud buildings.  
 
One of the greatest sites World Heritage site is at Bam, Iran is Arg-é Bam Citadel which 
dates back to 500AD and was still inhabited till 1850. Since it is the largest Adobe 
Building construction in the world, UNESCO has listed it as a World Heritage Site, 
which nearly covers around 0.18 sq.km.. The UNESCO list of Heritage Sites also 
includes Fujian Clan Houses, Tulou wherein walls are not just of mud but of soil, sand & 
lime. 
Numerous examples of Mud Architecture all around the World : 
1. Ait Benhaddou, Morocco, Africa. (Unesco World Heritage Site ) 
2. The great mosque of Dijenne, Mali, Africa.  
3. The ancient city of Shibam, Yemen, Morocco. World’s Oldest surviving Mud 
Skyscraper 
4. The Hadhramaut region, Yemen, Morocco.  
 
The city of Shibam, Yemen, Morocco is one of the most distinguishable of all since the 
tallest building heights around 30m, ie.100 ft. It’s interesting to note that all the floors 
include their private toilets which mean the level of maintenance to the complete building 
is crucial for the stability. 
 
Mud Architecture is easy and simple to practice but it does require time to time 
maintenance as water and moisture are the biggest threat for its collapse. Accordingly 
roofing becomes main concern while designing the Mud Structure. If the wall can be 
designed as such that it avoids contact with direct splash of water then it impart few more 
years to the life of the structure. 
 
Considering the scarcity and high cost of conventional building materials such as brick, 
cement and steel, Mud Architecture will be the next step which is also a more energy 
efficient way of construction. 
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